
Hopefully you are feeling more inclined to venture out, now that the weather is 

improving! From a dog-walkerôs point of view, weôve had good walking con-

ditionsï fairly dry and clear .. so your dog will have enjoyed lots of exercise. If 

you read one newspaper, you may have seen the extremes to which some dog owners go in 

order to provide their pooch with luxury. It was amusing, but I could only think how better 

I could have spent £5000. Yes. It was a superb collar but HDR could have fed and given 

vet treatment to so many worthy strays.[ Yes Iôm a spoilsport  and  an old misery! ] I do 

like to give my dog special treats but, as weôve said before, I know she is quite happy that 

she can have those 5 basic welfare needs: (1) ENVIRONMENTða suitable and safe place 

to live  (2) DIET - enough nutritious, sensible food to maintain good health and body func-

tions. (3) BEHAVIOUR - being able to express normal dog behaviour, such as running 

freely in the garden, being able to bark when necessary or cry when hurt or injured  (4) 

COMPANIONSHIP - being part of a family/ or pack and feeling she is not isolated  (5) 

HEALTH - knowing that she is protected from pain, injury, suffering or disease. 

People often return their dog to rescue kennels after a few weeksðbecause it doesnôt quite fit in with the family. 

Most people want to go out and enjoy themselves .... So does K9 ! Remember your dog  is part of the family and he 

doesnôt want to be left out, whilst youôre having all the fun. We often underestimate how much a social creature a 

dog really is and that he needs human (and canine) company to simply feel happy and function normally.  Dogs 

which do  not get the company they need can suffer mentally. Separation anxiety  is a very common and often over-

looked condition in dogs. Symptoms include chewing, barking and soiling, when left home alone. NOTE: It is more 

upsetting for your dog to experience such high anxiety than it is for you to clear up the aftermath. SO for a happy 

well-balanced dog, take him with you whenever you can. ! 

S u m m e r  i s  a- c o m i n g  i n  é . 
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Hathern Hounds ....  at Hathern Dog Rescue 

says Professor K9 

Most people do seem to be more careful in our, sometimes, austere economy and, perhaps our pets may be feeling left out when they donôt have 

so many doggy treats or new toys. But remember your dogôs needs are few in comparison to what humans sometimes spend on luxuries. They 

need an adequate diet and fresh water, but they will not complain if youôve cut back on salmon and caviar. Your love, companionship and respect 

are more appreciated than ephemeral toys or silk beds. Many animal charities have noticed the alarming increase in pets being sold, because 

people cannot afford their upkeep. We always ask potential owners whether they have considered food and vet costs and most have included their 

dog in the household budget. Make sure you treat your dog for fleas and worms and minor wounds before they develop into a surgical procedure. 

Neutering may seem a large outlay, but it will be cheaper in the long run. Make sure vaccinations are up-to-date to prevent your dog contracting a 

serious infection. There is no need to buy the most expensive food and donôt forget your dogôs diet can have a little variety if    you add some left-

over vegetables or lean meat from your meals. 
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Summer      

health  : worms, 

fleas, over-heating  

and tummy upsets    

Hopefully you will be looking forwards to a summer holiday. Will your dog be going to the seaside with you ?  Or have you made other 

plans for Fidoôs vacation ? On the following pages, we look at advice about summer highlights and  the  occasional problems !   Is every-

one going on a summer holiday ?     

Many of you say that you are taking your dog with you-perhaps camping, in a caravan or maybe to a dog hotel ! There are lots of hotels 

where dogs are very welcome to either share a room or be in a kennel in the grounds. There may be restrictions on some beaches, but 

some areas are allocated for dog-walking. You will, of course, still be taking your doggy poop-bags to clean up any accidents.    Do re-

member that lots of other people may be holidaying with their dog, so you will have to be extra careful, when meeting new dogs. Make 

sure that your dog has an identity disc with your mobile óphone number and also a temporary tag to indicate where you are staying. There 

will  probably be lots of youngsters running around on the beach, so if your dog doesnôt like too much activity, keep him well away from 

strangers. If he is allowed to paddle in the sea, watch out for any strong waves, which could carry him out of your control. 

If you are travelling abroad, you will need to plan 6 months ahead and consult your vet 

If your dog is staying at home and is going into kennels, make sure that all vaccinations are up to date and he has been given kennel 

cough injections   2    weeks before going into kennels. Make sure you are happy with the accommodation and that he will have safe 

exercise, whilst he is there. Give your contact number and vetôs details to the proprietor in case of any emergencies. Let the kennels know 

of any little foibles your dog displays and make sure they know what food he eats and any he must avoid. A favourite toy or blanket may 

help your  dog to settle. 

 

If you are planning to travel abroad, you will need to plan 6 months in advance and consult your vet to arrange for vaccinations against 

rabies and make sure the microchip is up-to-date., before you can be issued with a passport. Be aware that  before returning you will 

need to consult a local vet to check for fleas and parasites. 

Lots of dog problems will still be the same all the year roundðregular worm & flea treatments and 

vaccinations are always neededðbut there are special problems, which are associated with warmer 

summer months.  

 

(1) Fleas love warm summer weather and so do TICKS. These can be a real problem as they trans-

mit Lyme disease, which can be passed to humans. These blood-sucking pests need to be re-

moved as soon as possible-but it is essential to remove the entire tick, so as not to cause an 

infection. You can buy a special ñanti-tickò device, which ensures the whole tick is removed, 

including the mouth parts. Fleas are easy to see and destroy, but remember their eggs and lar-

vae can still be hiding in the carpet ïor bed ! Regular preventive treatment of both dog and 

carpets is the best way to ensure your dog doesnôt spend the the summer scratching himself !        

 

 

                                                                   
(2) ñ Only mad dogs and Englishmen go out in the midday sunò   Remember that dogs cannot cope with heat, so make  sure  

that your dog doesnôt get sunstroke ïa real threat , especially for long-haired or short-nosed types. YOU can take off a layer 

of clothing, but your dog always wears a fur coat ! Also think about white or sparcely-coated dogs, who are even more prone 

to sunburn. They too need high-factor suncream ïparticularly on ear-tips. Your dog will still want to walk, but choose the 

early morning or later evening, when it is cooler. NEVER go out in the midday sun. Take a portable bowl and a bottle of 

water ïyou both may need a drink.   When your dog is in the garden, provide a shaded area ïand maybe, even, a paddling 

pool ! 

(3) If you go out in the car, your dog should either travel in a dog cage or wear a harness, which fixes to the seat belt. If he is 

allowed to wander, he may distract the driver or become car-sick.  Dogs can have anti-emetics, if they do not travel well.    

Do not feed your dog, within 2 hours of starting your journey. 

 
 

 



So youôve planned your summer holidayðnow all you need  is to pack your suitcases. 

S e n s i b l e  t i p s  f o r  t h e  g l o b e-

t r o t t i n g  p o o c h 
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Going on 

holiday ?  

Remember to 

pack Fidoôs 

suitcase ! 

Dogs are very sensitive to heat, which can quickly build up in a car , so open windows to supply fresh 

air ( or use air conditioning ) , provide water and make frequent stops to allow your dog exercise and 

toilet breaks. 

NEVER  leave your dog alone in the car, even in the shade and with the windows open. 

Dogs can DIE in hot cars. Cars will become as hot as an oven. 

You may have read about those irresponsible people whoôve left their dog shut in a hot car ñjust for a 

minuteò who have returned to find the window has been smashed to prevent their dog being ñroasted 

aliveò  

Dogs DIE in hot cars 

   

 

Pet bed and blanket 

Favourite toys 

Non-spill bowl for water on the journey 

Pet food 

Towels and wipes for muddy paws 

Poop bag dispenser 

Lead, collar & id disc 

Stake and tie-out cable 

 

 ò Oh, itõs so relaxing, to play on the beach, feeling 

the sand running through my paws.....and itõs good 

to run through the sea , splashing in the waves ò  



has written to his old mates in HathernðI think heôs quite 

happy with his new situation !  (?)     ñI can tell you , itôs a 

hard life ,being a dog-  up early in the morning for my first 

walk..chasing rabbits across the fields. Then back home for a slice of 

toast. The boys then get up, so thereôs all that fussing and stroking 

and chasing the ball round until mum trips over one of us.. or the ball!  

Off to school at 8am, then I go round to granddadôs for the day..lazing 

in front of the fire or leaning on the radiator, whilst I have my ears 

tickled. THEN...after school another long walk across the fields or to 

the parkï although Iôm not very friendly with the other local dogs and 

keep getting into trouble!  I went for a ride in the car, but I canôt un-

derstand why they expect me to sit in the backðwhen I want to drive. 

Theyôve now bought one of those dog guards , so I canôt even sit on 

the back seat At last itôs the weekend!... Time for a rest..but no!... a 

long walk down the old railway this morning and lots of new 

sniffs..back for a light lunch, then across to the park to play football 

with the boys. At least, Iôve not been in any more trouble. I walked 

nicely off-lead, returned when called and didnôt chase the cows. I 

went in the brook for a swim and didnôt pull on my lead on the way 

home. Iôve been promised a bit of 

chicken with my dinner tonight ! Iôve 

been so well behaved in the house,...I 

donôt beg at the table and  I shake 

two paws when asked. I have fun 

chasing  a rope on a string and fetch-

ing a ball in the gardenðIôm trying a 

Frisbee next week in the fields [ my 

lawn is now rather damaged with my 

foot marks! ] I think weôll need 

ñGreen Thumbò round !   Any-

way...Iôm having a good time,...life is 

great ..  even though it  is  somewhat 

exhausting ! Phew ! ñ 

We all adored Mabel-she was such a lovely, friendly girl ,but we 

were foiled at every attempt to re-home her. All the prospective 

homes were unsuitable for this gorgeous girl. However her perfect 

new family was waiting, patiently, ready to take her home, after 

all those false starts. John and Tracey knew she was destined for 

their family and as soon as I met them I knew that our search was 

completed! Mabel has settled in well and her family say she is a 

real treasure. She has had no accidents and lets them know when 

she needs to go out. She adores her bed and sleeps there happily. 

The vet gave her a clean bill of health and she is keeping herself 

very clean with a regular trip to the local dog parlour for a full 

groom! She loves her toys and isnôt at all dominant over them. 

Mabel has, sensibly, been spayed. John and Tracey are so pleased 

they were eventually able to adopt Mabel, as she is such a gem 

and their 7-year-old son now has a new best friend.  
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Tazðoh itôs such a hard 

life being a family dog ! 

 

The  magnificent Mabel  has 

found her perfect  family 

homeï mum, dad, 2 brothers 

and a sister. 



 

As weôve often said it is sensi-

ble to have your dogs neutered 

to  help prevent the influx of 

homeless dogs who find them-

selves abandoned in rescue  

centres,  
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Is now sitting pretty.....after mum was brought in from the cold. 

This overburdened dog could have been Mollyôs mum. She was 

found alone by a kind gentleman in a park just before Christmas. 

Fortunately he took her home with his dog and found her a warm 

basket for the night. Heôd said to his family that she seemed to have a 

tummy upset and would perhaps need to see the vet....you can guess 

what he found the next day! Molly ...and her two siblings! This sensi-

ble man found good homes for all the pups, with the proviso that they 

should all be óchipped and neutered. The lovely Molly was  adopted 

by  Emma , the daughter of our friend and  HDR supporter Graham 

Webster. She is one very lucky girl who will be loved and cared for 

by a responsible family. It must be every dogôs dream to have a 

butcher as a granddad ! She also has Labby, a big Labrador to play 

with ... and  torment!  This is a fairy tale story, 

but it could have been so different. 

 Mollyôs mum was left to fend for 

herself, heavily pregnant. Without 

Ian. we may never have known 

Molly. Do NOT allow your dog to 

have unwanted puppies, but if she 

does become pregnant, please do 

not abandon her .Look after the 

pups and make sure they are 

placed in sensible homes. 

 

At lastða  happy home for the lovely Cyril  

or Truffles  as he is  now known. There are 

lots of horses, cats and dogs on his ñestateò 

but he  has his own little castle  and  best 

friend, Joss to play with  all day ! 

 look after her with all his love and affection. He gets on well with other dogs and hardly ever barks-except when the 

paper is delivered and he attacks it as if itôs an intruder ...so the family feel quite safe with their ñguard-dogò ! The 

family have a boat and Arnie just gets on board, as if heôs always been a water baby! He will spend hours watching 

the ducks and geese..from a distance !  He can be quite the escapologist, so his family have to 

keep him on a long lead now, if they are away from the garden. There are fields just outside the 

house and the intrepid Arnie  just loves to hunt in the hedgerows ïbut if he gets a slight scent of 

an animal, heôs away off chasing !  

Arnie goes everywhere with his family and he really enjoys all these  new experiences ! 

Doesnôt Arnie look happy ? He looks so  innocent, sitting under the tree, but he can be quite mischie-

vous, if the mood takes him! However he is doing well and is loved by all the family. When  the young-

est daughter was home from Uni and was unwell, Arnie used to follow her  round and tried his best to 

 Do you remember Sorrel ïwell heôs now called 

Harley [he wanted to distance himself from Mount-

sorrel, where he was abandoned.]Heôs really landed 

on his paws with Fiona ,Steve & his extended fam-

ily in Moira. He and Sky are certainly enjoying 

making their mark on the beach. 

He may only be a small dog, but ñTruff the Scruffò has 

a large personality. His lovely new family say he is 

absolutely brilliant and he likes nothing better than for 

Joss to walk him in the fields ïunless, of course, he is 

jumping onto the tractor or into the horse show trailers. 

He has accompanied ñhisò horses to all the major show 

events ïin fact they rely on him as their navigator! He 

sits in front with his paws on the dashboard ! He 

adores his young master Joss and heôll do anything for 

a sausage !  He is such a success with the family, that 

Cleaôs mum would like another ñlittle Trufflesò ! Well 

done Truffles, you have certainly landed on your paws  with your 

new family.  



Percy  is now hoping to 

be no longer an only 

child and after coming 

to Castle Donington 

May market  his mum 

& dad think they will 

find him a little friend ! 
See you  soon ! 

Who could have believed  pint-sized  Percy could 

have expanded into this perfect pooch ? This tiny 

lad was found abandoned in a garden one cold night

-heôs certainly made progress since then. Heôs set-

tled in very well and loves going to the sea-

side,where he can play in the sand! When he first 

saw snow he loved that too-very good camouflage ! 

He loves going for walks and has given his new 

family lots of love. Heôs one little bundle of fun !!  
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Molly certainly would not want to spend any time away from her family ! Molly is cer-

tainly enjoying her new life with Julie. She is a great girl and loves going with Julie on her 

travels. She has a playmateðDuckie - which she plays with and squeaks! Molly was three in 

April and Julie canôt believe sheôs been with her since November 2009. She has a busy life-

style, but always has time for her gorgeous girl. 

Molly is being very sensible and wearing a life-

jacket whilst cruising the lakes ! She has four paws 

and can swim, but lake Windermere can be quite 

chilly ! 

After a day  out on the lakes , the best place for a 

ñsea dogò is relaxing on the pontoon !  

Land ahoy   ....     sailor girl !   



P a g e  7  

 

Dogs are part of our lives..not our whole life, but they make our  

life whole and our lives worthwhile.         

I think you will agree, when you read stories from ex-HDR dogs and 

their owners, that life is such fun and more worthwhile, when man and 

dog are a team. Dogs are pack animals and they prefer to be within a family group. 

Recently I was home-checking and the lady commented on how many more people you 

get to talk to, when you have a dog. It seems as if you build up your own pack of like-

minded people, who all want to stop and talk to you and ask about your  dog. Owning a dog is a joyful experience, as well as 

being a responsibility. Your dog relies on you so much-you are his pack leader, his raison d'être . He needs you to look after his 

welfare and feeding needs and in return he will give you boundless love and friendship. If you pick up a starving dog and make 

him prosperous, he will not bite you: that is the principle difference between a man and a dog. Pet ownership can give us a sense 

of worth and develop our responsibility towards others. Owning a dog is a serious consideration. A dog is a living, sentient being 

ïjust as you are. He deserves respect and care. You should be willing to take his needs into account and be willing to treat him, as 

you  would wish to be treated yourself.  How would you feel, if you were suddenly taken from your home, put in a place, with no 

contact with  friends or family ? Thatôs how our stray and abandoned dogs must feel.   They are traumatized.  How do you ex-

plain that you do not want him  ,  or that he does not fit  in with your  lifestyle ?  OR ...   that his natural canine  behaviour  is 

unacceptable to a  human .   

** Read ñ The Extraordinary Dog ñ  [page 10 ] 

These are my ideas of a 

family pet 

 

The Hotel of Horrors is 

not where your dog 

should be spending his  

holidays 


