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SHEPSHED BUILDING SOCIETY AFFILIATION SCHEME 

Lizzie Osborne, once again, organized a stall at the Kegworth Easter Market. There were lots of items 

for sale and displays promoting our work and pictures of dogs needing new homes. Despite a chilly 

day Lizzie and friends raised a magnificent sum of £140.00, which will be used for necessary treat-

ments for needy dogs. Thank you to  everyone  who stopped  to enquire about our ongoing work and 

future projects.                        

Holly Tribe with her band of Castle Donington  helpers again worked hard on the 

HDR stall and sold lots of items on her busy and popular stall. The intrepid Tribe 

sistersðHolly, Imogen and Gretchen always put so much effort into this annual 

venture and the locals are so welcoming and generous. The weather, as usual, was 

typically British and sunshine was overtaken by showers! Never let it be said that  

HDR are fair-weather fundraisers ïthe stall raised a huge  total of £337.84, which 

has been earmarked for  veterinary treatment for  some of our less-healthy dogs to 

have surgery to improve their quality of life and also specialist nutrition for 3 dogs 

abandoned at only a few weeks old, who needed extra help to build up the immune 

system, which they should have received naturally from their mother-dog. ASSISTANTS JULIE HOLLY AND BARBARA 
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Thanks to our many friends of Hathern 

Dog Rescue, who have agreed to affiliate 

their savings accounts @ SBS with HDR, 

we were presented with the magnificent 

sum of £301.53 which  was made avail-

able at no cost to investors via this scheme. 

Would you like to be a friend and join this 

new fundraising approach. You can find 

details of SBS affiliation scheme at the 

kennels,  at SBS branches  or we can send 

you a leaflet. 

Gretchen & Stacey 
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I must have been lucky, when I chose my dogs. None of them seemed to require much intense training. Iõd like 

think this was a reflection on our dog-handling abilities and experience. However no one is perfect and most 

dogs like to chase and bark, when strangers knock on the door. They are protecting you and your property. The 

standing joke about dogs chasing the postman, however, can lead to trouble. Our Labradors were intelligent, 

gentle dogs, but one, recently, had his collar felt when he bit two postmen. His owner had to prove that he was-

nõt a dangerous dog and she was lucky to have the help of a specialized dog-trainer, who was able within four 

weeks of intensive training to alter his òaggressiveó behaviour. He obviously saw postmen as a threat to his 

territory, so the trainer re-established his position within the pack environment. Benõs relationship with his 

owner was protective and territorial. The trainer exposed him to known catalysts and managed to adapt Benõs 

responses to his fears and anxieties and his behaviour altered to one of acceptance. All animals have an instinc-

tive need to protect their pack. An owner needs to be able to understand his dog and make the dog part of HIS 

pack ðand thus relieve the dog of this responsibility. 

 

If you adopt a dog from College Garth Kennels and live in Charnwood, you are offered a complimentary course 

of training with Helen, our in-house expert. Training can be fun.  However,  you need to be firm, but fair. Benõs 

experience has proved what correct training and determination can achieve.  

ñññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññ  

PERCY THE PUPPY  

He was the most beautiful puppy and he was found thrown onto some-

oneõs lawn at the ripe-young-age of maybe 3-4 weeks. It was a fight 

which everyone at the kennels was happy to take on. Percy must have 

been the most visited boy ever! As he had missed out on his motherõs 

natural milk and antibodies, he needed special care and extra vitamins/

minerals. Fortunately, due to the generosity of the friends of HDR we 

had been able to construct a warm and safe  isolation block, where we 

are able to care for very needy dogs. We were so happy that PERCY 

was our first resident ! As you can see in the photo the area is light and 

airy and nicely tiled for ease of cleaning and disinfecting. Obviously 

where we have special-needs dogs to care for , staff must be able to 

keep bedding and surroundings as hygenic as possible.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We continue to be very grateful to all our sponsors, supporters 

and anyone who helps us in any way at all.  Everything that 

you give us goes on the welfare of the dogs with about 3 pence 

in the pound on admin. which is postage stationery and car-

tridges necessary to keep our posters and publicity going.  
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Brucie seemed fit and active, but Fiona and Martin soon found out that he was suffering from corns on his front paws. Apparently 

greyhounds are more prone to corns than other breeds and they can be very difficult to con-

trol.Some dogs even have to undergo radical amputation of affected toes to relieve the pain. 

Brucie was having wax applied to his feet daily, but the corn recurred and it was obvious that 

Brucie might become very lame,   as corns are painful to walk on, especially on tarmac. Richard, 

our specialist vet used to pare the corns to relieve the pressure on his feet. Sometimes he had the 

base of the corn frozen and then he would need his feet bandaging ! Fiona and Martin consid-

ered toe amputation, but Richard advised against it, as removing a toe can put pressure on the 

remaining three toes and lead to more corns! They were becoming most concerned as poor Brucie 

wasnõt enjoying his walks with brother, Harley . They continued to research on the internet and 

eventually came across the SOLUTION. They eventually discovered a lady who had invented 

boots for her greyhounds. These were designed with an extra strap round the ankle to keep them 

in place and extra padding underneath, to cushion the foot when walking. They measured Brucieõs 

feet, but he had unusual feet! (of course) The lady sent several, so they could choose the correct 

fit. Brucie had two boots, but he wouldnõt walk with 2 boots, although he did accept one boot ! 

The boots have made a huge difference to his quality of life, as he now enjoys long, pain - free walks . They still use the wax and 

pare his corns, but the corns do not return so quickly and they can manage the treatment more easily.  So if your greyhound has this 

problem, Fiona and Martin are experts. Every dog is an individual and different methods will work for each dog. It may take time 

to find out what works for your dog, but it is worth persevering. 

ññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññ- 

DUBLIN THE LIFESAVER 

One special story worthy of note is from our altruistic, old kennel friend, Dublin. Many of our dogs have achieved 

glory in specialised fields. Dublin belongs to proud owner, Cheryl. You may have seen appeals for blood donors in 

the local press. We are fortunate to have this facility based in Loughborough. If your dog is involved in an accident or 

needs major surgery, the successful  outcome may rely on a blood transfusion. Dublin is one very special donor, whose 

blood is highly valued as it is very rare A-negative.  This blood has to be used for another dog with the same blood 

type, but it can be used universally for any dog. This is one of Dublinõs special certificates.   

By now you will have learned the best or worst news from the Chancelloré.. or your political party will be on the way to victory. 

Petrol prices have certainly risen...good news for your dog, as youõll be walking further ! Good news for the environment as youõll 

be cutting back on unnecessary car trips. However your local pub may not be too pleased at the rise in excise duty, as regular 

drinkers may not be so keen to go so regularly.  However the  Melton & Rutland MP has been encouraging pubs and hostelries to 

invite more people with their canine friends to enjoy a drink. The Kennel Club has been promoting an ò Open for Dogs Clubó which 

would hopefully increase the number of canine friendly pubs. The idea is that being able to take your pooch for a pint could in-

crease custom, in the recession-hit brewery trade. Obviously dogs would have to be well behaved and friendly with people and 

other dogs and would not be able to sit in an eating area. There are quite a few local pubs, where dogs are allowedñand cer-

tainly riverside and country inns benefit from passing dog-walkers, who wish to have a drink and a snack as they pass through. Per-

haps they might even offer canine canapés or doggy dinners.              
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Bobbi:- Hi, Bobbi the staffy speaking. Iõve settled in very well, thank-you. After only two 

weeks I started to put weight on. Sister Saffi is a real pain thoughñwe get on very well, 

but she always wants to play and Iõm delicate and need to build myself up! I easily get tired 

and Paul has to step in! I coughed quite a lot a first, but Iõm much better nowð except when 

I get too excited! I was neutered mid-Marchñand am feeling ok, after the bruises went! 

Paul hasnõt let me run off lead yet, as he wants me to settle in. Iõm  having a running battle 

with Saffi over my toys and the foodñshe wants everything! Weõll sort it out  soon ! Every-

one loves meñIõm friendly, love cuddles, I like other dogs and am so obedient! I go and lie 

down quietly(?) when told. No one understands why I was in a rescue centre.  

HATTIE :-Hattieõs family found HDR website, whilst trawling the net and decided to come 

along to view. They had been looking for a large dog, but when they passed Hattie ð

there was no need to look further! They were very excited and the next day returned 

with their dog to try them out together and see if they were compatible. THEY LOVED 

EACH OTHER ! Emma has told us that  it seems as if Hattie has been in her new home for 

ever. She settled in so well and now has lots of new friends. Her 3-year-old son adores 

his new dog and wherever  Hattie is, so is her son!  She is so gentle that he can walk her . 

In fact Emma uses Hattie to socialise 8-week old puppies, as she is so laid back and 

chilled-out!  Emma hopes to extend her family and Hathern will certainly be her first port 

of call.  

  

REGGIE, LUCY & BOBBIE                                                                                                                                                              

We asked the owner of this pack to tell us about her extensive canine experiences. She writes 

that whenever she and the gang go down to the kennels they are always received with a rap-

turous welcome. She often gets rather distressed by the people who take these poor little 

creatures to the pound or return them because they are not perfect.....WHO IS ?  Let him who 

is without sin .......  WE DARE YOU TO STEP FORWARD !   Little Reggie wasnõt perfect. He bit 

everyone in sight..but three years down the line his inner fear has gone. He is settled and 

happy-even more so with the two girls, especially when they all cuddle up together.                                  

Lucy the Staffie is rather deaf and snaps if you move too quickly towards her. Every day I 

learn how to best treat her. My thoughts on adopting an older dog : they always come with 

emotional baggage. Be kind, be firm, but do not expect too much of them for a couple of 

years.  Her Staffie-cross, Bobbie is highly intelligent. She can work everything out for herself. 

She can also be naughty ,but they now have an understanding !    

People  can say I am crazy, but with 100% success rate with my dogs, being able to turn them 

back into the happy, loving dogs they always wanted to be.. who is the idiot...? This will al-

ways be the only reward that I ever want. Their happy faces and wagging tails are a prize 

beyond  compare. 

ññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññ 

Harold : -   Hello. Just  a short note to let you know that Harold is like a new dog. He sits, stays and walks 

to heel -most of the time!  He STILL doesnõt like cats though! However he and Ruby get on really well to-

gether and we are so glad that we came back for him. 

I am sorry that we do not have HAROLDõS picture 

Weõve had lots of stories, sent in for publication. Every one is so special. Thank you to our dog 

owners for sharing the good times ....and the occasional mishap ! 
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T h e  a d v e n t u r e s  o f  C o o k i e . . . . .                                                                                                               

When I left the kennels, I went for a long car ride to Lincolnshire, my new forever home. When I 

got out of the car I was really excited. There was a huge, fenced paddock and lots of funny 

woolly things Mom calls òsheepó and lots of funny feathered things too that quack and cock-a-

doodle ! I wanted to chase them, but Mom said I wasnõt allowed. In the house there was a cat ðI 

wanted to chase her too, but she batted me on the nose with her claws, so I havenõt bothered 

since!!  I think she likes me now, though, as she lies by me now on the rug in front of the fire at 

night. I have learned very quickly about the woolly things ðI can play out in the paddock with 

them now Theyõre a bit boring really ðthey donõt bark or play ball. They just sleep and eat grass !  

Iõve still got a bit of training to do around the chucks and ducks though. Iõm OK, if they are still, 

but when they move, I want to chase them. I donõt want to hurt them ðI just want to play ! Luckily 

Iõve got my new step-brother, Bandit, to play with. Heõs lots of fun-we play football and Frisby, 

then we chase each other round and round the garden, until we are so tired, we have to have a 

snooze together. I get really long walks too. Mom takes us out in the car to see new places ðitõs 

lots of fun. I shall soon be able to run free ðbut at the moment I go walkies on one of those funny extending thingsð which I keep get-

ting my legs tangled up in ! I love my new family ðand I know they love me. My new mom and dad say I am such a lovely chap and 

they couldnõt have found a nicer dog, if theyõd searched every rescue centre in the world !!     

 ññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññ-                                                                                                                                                                                   

Stella :- Tom and Sabrina, as regular dog-walkers, fell in love with every dog they 

met. ONE DAY the girls brought out a 37kg. Rottweiller, which made them step 

back and think ò Whoa.. Thatõs a big lass !ó  It took about 20 seconds to realise 

what a sweetie she was and then just another 5 seconds to realise that she was the 

ONE. Less than a month later, Stella was taken home to be part of  a new family 

She has fitted in perfectly and Tom & Sabrina are very glad to have her. She loves 

to play, have cuddles (especially belly rubs!), she thinks sheõs a lap-dog and con-

siders their cats òinterestingó Stella regularly returns to the kennels to volunteer 

herself as a dog-walker and she likes to socialise with the dogs and take them on 

really long walks. This summer Stella and family are looking forwards to a camp-

ing and hiking holiday .  Donõt forget to send me a card !  [ Carole ]     

ññññññññññññññðññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññ- 

Gemma is such a lively member of our family. She settled in really well and soon found 

her favourite places to sleep. 

I think it really helped us to bond with Gemma and her with us, by coming everyday to 

walk her. 

She loves going to the park and playing with the other dogs, she likes swimming but we 

have to try to keep her away from the ducks at Sawley marina.  She runs around the gar-

den chasing flies, bees, butterflies etc.   We are so pleased we came to see you at Hath-

ern and were able to give a fantastic, energetic, friendly, loving, adorably funny dog a 

home.    

We only wish we had the room and the time to take the others home with us 

LILY AND BUSTER 

The Blythe family re-homed two of our super Staffies. They have sent us a note to tell us 

that they are great and fantastic with the children [ well they are nanny dogs !].They are 

so good together. These dogs get a lot of unwarranted bad press, but put them together 

in a good, loving home and they make brilliant petsñas you can see in the photo.  

Buster and Lily are perfect pets and pals.   

Hope to see you at the dog show ! 
LILY AND BUSTER 
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TESS 

We consider ourselves very lucky to have had the chance to give Tess a new home. She is now a very important 
and much loved member of our family. From the day we fetched her from Hathern she blended in so well with us. 
That is not to say that we did not have a few naughty moments but as she was only 6 months old we quickly forgave 
the odd 'chewing moments' that she had. She is a very mischievous and loving little dog and so far has quickly 
learned 'the tricks of the trade'. However, she will be starting obedience classes after Christmas and we are sure that 
she will be the 'Star' of the class. 

We have had dogs all our married life but when we lost the last two approx. 5 years ago we decided that we would 
not have any more as losing them was so upsetting. However, my husband constantly wondered whether to have 

another dog as he missed the walks that he used to take and also the health 
benefits of all the exercise this involved. So finally we decided to 'rescue' a 
dog. The day we walked into the kennels, Tess was the first dog we saw and 
immediately thought 'this is the one'. However, when we enquired she had 
already been reserved so naturally we were very disappointed. When we left 
the kennels my husband suddenly decided to return to the office and leave 
our name and telephone number in case there was a hitch with her adoption. 
Lo and behold, the next day we received a phone call to say that her new 
adoptive parents had changed their minds and she was now available. By the 
beginning of the next week she was safely re-homed with us and we have 
never regretted it for one minute. 

ððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð- 

 Patch has now been spayed and she has recovered well. We could not have had a more perfect dog, she 
is so laid back at home but defensive (bark wise) of the family and home. She is  

so full of life on her walks. Patch and Paula 

 

A WORD FROM THE EDITOR 

Did you meet any parliamentary candidates? Did any of our new MPs promote their views on animal welfare? You 

can judge a nation by how it treats its animals. Animals cannot vote and so they need the help of kind, caring people 

to defend them from suffering and abuse. Perhaps if politicians took this issue more seriously, then we might consider 

them with more respect and be more likely to believe them. Many of us pride ourselves on our democracy, but do we 

include animals in our democratic state ? What plans and actions will your MP promote to protect our animals? Let us 

all hope all animals, including humans, will be protected and peaceful in our òBrave New Worldó 

As a socially responsible animal lover, Iõm sure that you use your òpoo bagsó and also recycle your green waste and 

put rubbish in your dustbin-rather than drop it in the street. I put my paper and plastic into a purple bag and plant 

waste into a brown bin, but did you know that some cruel people throw animals away, as if they were RUBBISH. I 

wonder which colour bin they would use. There can be no excuse or reason to do this. As weõve said so often, if you 

canõt cope, go to your rescue centre and ask for help and advice. Consider neutering to cut down on the number of 

unwanted dogs being born.  

I would like to let you know that 'Paddy' who is now 

known as 'Buster' has settled into his new life and home 

just great. He loves to go on walks, loves human com-

pany but most of all he just loves to play play play. 

He has to be the funniest dog I have ever known and 

not a day goes by when he doesnõt make me laugh 

with his antics. We may have given Buster a second 

chance but he has given so much back in return al-

ready.  PATCH 

BUSTER 
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You will have read lots of wonderful stories of re-homing successes, but will you allow me to insert a special story from  Ian, a good 

friend of HDR ? I advise prospective owners not to judge the dogs on 1st sight. ò Believe nothing of what  you hear and only half of 

what you see ò   [good advice for everyday!]   The barking and racing round usually hide depression and a desperate need to be given 

a chanceñjust like BENNY.  Carole(ed.) 

Benny bred by travellers, what would his future be?  Benny in a lay-by, tied up to a tree.                                                                                         

Benny in the wardenõs van. Arrested why ? What for ?  Caged up in a dogõs home, locked behind a door.                                                                                 

Benny finds new owners, but did not stay too long   Benny back into the home, so on with Bennyõs song.                                                                

Three long months in that cage , Benny waits for love.  Many come to look at him, they stare down from above.                                                    

Benny barks and jumps around, Benny goes quite mental. People donõt like naughty dogs, theyõre not that sentimental.                                             

Benny on the internet, a òcyber-dogó we view. ò  Digital dogó upon the screen, only thing to do.                                                                  

Benny comes into our lives ðhe settles instantly.    Benny in the garden, Benny on my knee                                                                                 

Benny running round the park, Benny by the sea   Benny doing what Bennies do, Benny playing free.                                                              

Looks like the futureõs bright....for Benny...and ,of course,  .....for me. 

IAN ABBOTT 

ññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññ 

òItõs nearly Oscarõs second birthdayð I cannot believe weõve had him for more than 

a year.ó  These are pictures of Oscar winning his 3rd Cani-Cross race with Ben. 

Nick and family are off to Belgium in October and OSCAR and Ben are racing in 

the European Championships. Who would have thought that a Hathern dog would 

be representing the United Kingdom ?  Next stop ... The Olympics ?? 

ñññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññ- 

BOW (KNOWN FOR A TIME AS JACK) 

òFirstly, we went back to his original name as he seemed to respond to that a lot 

better. He's settled in really well and is perfectly at home now, he absolutely loves 

his walks and is never without his ball! Even though he's an older dog he's re-

sponded well to some extra training....although he does still manage to sneak on 

the sofa when I'm not watching! Now the weather's getting warmer he's taken to 

sunning himself in the garden all day. It's a hard life! 

 

ñññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññðñññññññññ 

Canine Comics :-   

Two  elderly males were suffering in agony with hip problems. They both went to seek medical advice on 

the same day. 72 year old Bill saw the doctor, who arranged an appointment with a consultant in 3 months 

time. After seeing him, he was offered a scan and after seeing the results, he was told they might be able 

to operate within 2-3 years.  Charlie also had an appointment, followed by an x-ray and scan. His opera-

tion was performed that same day and he was home,within  3 days and able to go out for gentle exercise. 

It can sometimes pay to have 4 legs and be called CANINE. [ Charlie was a Labrador !]   

So George Orwell could have been right, when he wrote : ò 4 legs good.. 2 legs bad !!   
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. Once again we come to our saddest page :-     

Candy, who was known as JINNY.   Jinnyõs new owner was thrilled when she met her as sheõd been 

looking for a small dog for ages! They bonded immediately and the would go for lots of long walks, 

which they both loved. She had been easy to train and seemed to understand everything she was told. 

Jinny had everything a girl could wish for and was treated royally by a wonderful vet practice in Long 

Eaton. She loved travelling in the car, even though sheõd bark  constantly on her 2 hour visits to Lon-

don ! She was very vocal and objected to being left whilst her owner had to go shopping!  BUT she was 

gorgeous and everyone loved her. It was a traumatic time when Jinny became very poorly and the deci-

sion to have her euthanized was finally agreed. The few months she lived in Long Eaton  were happy 

ones for her owner and Iõm sure they were for Jinny.  We send our condolences. Thank you for your  

devotion to this beautiful little girl.                                                                                                                    

 

POLLY a small GSD was found as a stray, just before Christmas 2008. She looked like a little fox and 

had wobbly back legs. Her new family gave her so much love and attention and she settled in with  

Norman, an elderly Labrador. After only two months Polly had what-was-thought-to-be a stroke. She 

had regular visits to John Borrajo, but the vet, after many tests could not diagnose exactly  the problem. 

Poor Polly lost her appetite and Mrs Bostock would try her with any tasty tidbits-fish, cheese, ham, ba-

con, eggs. Sheõd eat some and then lose interest. The vet did suggest euthanasia, but the family wanted 

to try every possibility. They agreed to give her another few days, before accepting the final step. They 

were bravely fighting a battle in which Polly did not want to participate.  Polly, however, made the deci-

sion and in the early hours of 16th March she passed away.  

Thank you for giving Polly a chance. I know you did everything possible. I understand your upset and 

feelings of regret that she was not able to  be cured. (ed.) 

 

Blake :-  I remember Blake with great affection. He was such a  huge  cuddly   boy and he had the  most 

beautiful face. He was just perfect in every way, except  he was missing a  fur coat.   We were all delighted 

when Elaine said that she would like to adopt him.  Elaine was, obviously the ideal owner, because within a 

few months Blake was back to the complete  handsome boy he was always  meant to be. I had hoped that        

Elaineõs technique would work for Sally ðbut no luck !  We think that Blake was about 12 when he sadly 

passed away. Float high in the sky on that  magnificent  fleece, our beautiful  BLAKE. We shall all miss your  

gentle  beauty. 

 

 

Toby Cawood passed peacefully into the celestial ether, after many happy years spent with his devoted 

family in a canine heaven on Earth in Hoton .You are missed every minute, but please rest easy on your 

cloud, in the knowledge that  another needy terrier, Max, is enjoying the love and care, that you experi-

enced.  Rest in heavenly peace, Toby. 


